The Catcher in the Rye

Summer Reading Packet

This packet is for students planning on taking Honors and Regular American Literature in the 2010-2011 school year.
Our brains are complex, but simply put they are divided into two hemispheres:  the left hemisphere and the right hemisphere.  The left hemisphere is where we develop our reasoning, speech, writing, and number skills.  The right hemisphere is our creative side where we develop our appreciation for and talent in art, music, and other creative outlets.  It is important to nurture both sides of our brains so we can grow and development in many ways.  SO, this summer in your Summer Reading Packet, you will exercise BOTH parts of your brain.  

Pick ONE project for the left side of the brain and ONE project for the right side of the brain.  You will turn in a TOTAL of TWO assignments on Wednesday, September 8, 2010.  
Right  side of the brain  ( CHOOSE ONE)

1.  Allie’s baseball mitt is perhaps one of the more important symbols in The Catcher in the Rye.  Using any medium you would like ( painting, collage, drawing, sculpture for example) closely examine and illustrate the importance of the symbol, its meaning and its origin.  Then, write a thorough explanation of the piece.
2.  Catcher in the Rye has long been the center of controversy and discussion and as a result the artwork on some of the covers has become iconic.  E. Michael Mitchell designed this most famous cover of Catcher in the Rye.  Design your own cover of this infamous book.  Take into account the historic impact this cover art and the book itself had on pop culture.

3.  Images, Symbols, and Motifs Chart: Review and reflect on how the following 12 items are presented in the novel. Complete the 3 column chart in this packet. In the first column, you will find the item. In the second column, state possible meanings for each item. In the third column, identify the item as an image, symbol, and/or motif (see definitions below). Your chart can be typed or handwritten on the handout, but it must be neat, organized, and complete.

Items 



          Possible Meanings 
      Image, Symbol and/or 









Motif?
	Holden’s red hunting hat


	
	

	Pency Prep


	
	

	Central Park


	
	

	Museums


	
	

	Movies


	
	

	Unmade phone calls


	
	

	Allie’s baseball glove


	
	

	Erasing profanity


	
	

	The ducks in the park


	
	

	“Little Shirley Beans” 

record


	
	

	Mummies


	
	

	The carrousel


	
	


Images: Words that create pictures in the reader’s mind. Images can be visual or sensual—smell, taste, touch, or color.

Symbol: An image, person, place, or thing, which also represents something larger or more abstract.

Motif: A recurring pattern of features—objects, images, symbols—in a literary work.
Left side of the brain  (CHOOSE ONE)

1.  Critics applaud the author, J.D. Salinger, for the way his descriptions of daily life accurately reflect the personalities of the characters.  Holden describes his roommate, Stradlater, by describing Stradlater’s razor.

“Stradlater was more of a secret slob.  He always looked all right, Stradlater, but for instance, you should’ve seen the razor he shaved himself with.  It was rusty as hell and full of lather and hairs and crap.  He never cleaned it or anything.  He always looked good when he was finished fixing himself up, but he was a secret slob anyway if you knew him the way I did.”

As Holden, write two paragraphs describing an inanimate object belonging to you.  Try to copy Salinger’s writing style in your paragraph.  Try to make the description you write accurately reflect one of your personality traits.

2. Using Holden’s way of writing, write about a recent uneventful weekend in your life. (Minimum 1000 words)
3. Holden pretends to be Rudolf Schmidt when he talks to Mrs. Morrow.  Some critics believe Holden does this because he feels more comfortable being someone else than he does as Holden Caulfield.  If, like most people, you have an “alter ego” (other self), write a scenario in which your alter ego is the main character.  Before you write the scenario, please write a short description of the inspiration and identity of your alter ego.  (Minimum 1000 words)

4. Write an essay in which you discuss how three minor characters influence Holden Caulfield.  This will be a five paragraph essay:  an introductory paragraph, 3 body paragraphs, and a conclusion. (1000 word minimum)
