Mother Night

Summer Reading Packet

This packet is for students taking Regular or Honors World Literature in the 2010-2011 school year.

Our brains are complex, but simply put they are divided into two hemispheres: the left hemisphere and the right hemisphere. The left hemisphere is where we develop our reasoning, speech, writing, and number skills. The right hemisphere is our creative side where we develop our appreciation for talent in art and music. It is important to nurture both sides of our brains so we can grow and develop in many ways. SO, this summer in your Summer Reading Packet, you will exercise BOTH parts of your brain.

Pick ONE project for the left side of the brain and ONE for the right side of the brain. You will turn in a TOTAL of TWO assignments on Wednesday September 8th, 2010.

RIGHT SIDE OF THE BRAIN (Choose one from this section)

1. Examine the propaganda of the Nazi’s in WWII in Mother Night.  Then look at forms of propaganda in society today.  Using any creative medium compare and contrast these varied forms of propaganda.  This medium could take the form of a sculpture, painting, drawing, collage, poem etc. 
2. Are you a fan of graphic novels or comic books? Take five chapters from the book. Create and design a “comic” depicting those chapters from Mother Night. Please include visuals, dialogue, and captions – as appropriate – remember this is a comic book. 

3. Choose three pivotal scenes from Mother Night. Draw (using any medium you would like) these three scenes in detail.

LEFT SIDE OF THE BRAIN (Choose one from this section) 

1. There are many scenes in this book that are very dramatic and powerful. Choose the three scenes that you feel are the most powerful; construct a five paragraph essay discussing those scenes, their importance to the story, and impact of them on Howard W. Campbell Jr.’s life. (1200 word minimum).

2. At the end of the novel, Campbell makes a drastic and, some might say, shocking decision.  What possible explanation do you have for his decision?  What would you have done in his place and why?  Compose a five paragraph essay discussing these ideas.
3. Almost everyone appearing in the story has some opinion on Campbell’s participation in WWII.  To what extent is Campbell guilty of war crimes?  Does it make a difference that he was attempting to do good, or does his work on the radio negate any good that came from his broadcasts?  Write a five paragraph essay that discusses his degree of guilt or innocence resulting from his participation in WWII.
