Angela’s Ashes
Summer Reading Packet

This packet is for students taking Regular or Honors British Literature in the 2010-2011 school year.

Our brains are complex, but simply put they are divided into two hemispheres:  the left hemisphere and the right hemisphere.  The left hemisphere is where we develop our reasoning, speech, writing, and number skills.  The right hemisphere is our creative side where we develop our appreciation for and talent in art and music.  It is important to nurture both sides of our brains so we can grow and development in many ways.  SO, this summer in your Summer Reading Packet, you will exercise BOTH parts of your brain.  

Pick ONE project for the left side of the brain and ONE project for the right side of the brain.  You will turn in a TOTAL of TWO assignments on Wednesday, September 8, 2010.  
Right side of the brain  (Choose one from this section)
1. Suppose you were a charitable millionaire and you wanted to make life a little happier for some of the characters in the memoir.  Pick ten characters.  Write beside the names what you would like to give to them from your fortune that is appropriate to the character’s needs or individual story, what they should do with it, and why you want to do this for them.  Use the format below.

Name
Gift


For What Use


Reason for Gift
2. Are you a fan of graphic novels or comic books?  Take five chapters of the book.  Create and design a “comic” depicting those chapters of Frank McCourt’s life.  

3. Choose three pivotal scenes in Angela’s Ashes.  Draw (using any medium like poetry, collage, painting, drawing) these three scenes in detail.  
Left side of the brain  (Choose one from this section)
1. There are many scenes in this book that are very dramatic and powerful.  Choose the three scenes that you feel are the most powerful; construct a five paragraph essay discussing the scenes, their importance to the story, and the impact of them on Frankie’s life.   (1200 word minimum)
2. The death of one of Frank’s twin brothers adds to the misery of the McCourt’s poverty-stricken life.  The family has no money to pay for the undertaker to bury Oliver or to buy food and other necessities.  The family is reduced to begging in the streets and shops until Malachy is eligible to receive welfare money from the government (called the “dole”).  When he finally is eligible, he collects the money, but instead of bringing it home to Angela, he goes to the pub and drinks it all away.  Imagine you are a social worker who finds out that the McCourt children are going hungry.  Write a report for your supervisor, describing the family’s situation and what you think should be done about it.  (1200 word minimum)   Begin you report:
Case of the Family of Malachy and Angela McCourt:


Upon my first visit to the family home on Hartstronge Street, I found….

3. Your teacher says to you in class: “Tell me all about Frank McCourt as a boy in New York and Limerick.”  Write the character analysis you would give to your teacher about Frank.  Be sure to include the things you think are his bad points as well as his good points, based on how he describes his actions and feelings in the book.   (1200 words minimum)

4. Frank’s first Christmas in Limerick is frightful in its poverty, yet Frank describes it without bitterness.  Think about one of your own past Christmases.  Choose one that you feel would be the most opposite to that experienced by Frank and his family.  Write about it in as vivid detail as your  can, including a description of your Christmas dinner.  As you write, contrast your Christmas with that of Frank’s described in the book.  You could begin your paragraph as follows or write an opening of your own:  (1200 word minimum)
I’ll never forget the Christmas when I was _____ years old.

