May 3, 2010

Dear Parents,
IT’S TIME FOR ACTION.
I’m sure you have been reading about all of the budget cuts Chicago and school districts across the state are considering because our government in Springfield has not distributed promised funds.  WE NEED YOUR HELP.  The Illinois General Assembly is scheduled to adjourn on May 7 with no resolution to the problem.  Please contact your legislators TODAY.  
I know that you may also be wondering how all of the budget cuts will impact Lane.  As of today, if the state does not honor its current commitment we will lose 35 teachers and 6-8 Security and Clerical Staff for the 2010-11 school year.  Class size is scheduled to go up to 35.  Only Varsity Sports will be supported.  These are crushing proposals.  We need to be proactive to let Springfield know this is unacceptable.  
Representatives from the Lane PTSO, Lane Alumni Association, Lane Century Foundation and the Local School Council were invited to Lane this morning to discuss coordinating a major fund-raising campaign.  I’m happy to report that each agreed enthusiastically to support a “Friends of Lane” consortium that will be formed specifically to raise funds.  Lane is strong because of our academics, athletics and extracurricular opportunities.  All three are in jeopardy without adequate funding.  More information on “Friends of Lane” activities will be forthcoming.  Please check the web site.  
Mr. Huberman visited Lane this morning to take questions from the group and to ask for our help in putting pressure on Springfield.  He suggested calling our state legislators, leaving messages, asking for call-backs and in general, letting Springfield know we are very, very unhappy with their inaction.  PLEASE DO WHAT YOU CAN IN THE REMAINING DAYS OF THIS WEEK.
For more information contact:

www.NoTo37.org  (will give you names of state senators and representatives)

www.illinoiskidsmatter.com  (describes Springfield Action Day on May 5)

