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Social Studies Department Description

The Lane Technical College Preparatory High School Social Studies Department consists of thirty highly qualified, dedicated professionals.  The department offers core curriculum classes which incorporate the goals and standards set by both the Chicago Public Schools and the Illinois State Board of Education.  Numerous electives are offered to enhance the students’ understanding of history and related social science subjects.  For qualified students who are up to the challenge of the rigorous curriculum, Advanced Placement courses including AP Economics, AP Government, AP World History, AP European History, AP Human Geography, and AP Psychology are offered.
Core curriculum subjects are offered to the students at the following grade levels: Sophomores take World Studies, Juniors take U.S. History and Seniors take a Social Science elective such as Economics, Law in American Society, Ethnic Studies, Contemporary American History, Early World History, Political Science, Humanities or Sociology.  All electives are open to Juniors, as well.
Course Listings
Course Code: 23110 Course Title: World Studies
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:   10

Level:  Regular

Prerequisites: N

Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)       

Description of Class: The central objective of World Studies is to know the world, understand how it arrived at its present condition, and what its future possibilities and choices may be.  This program of study has an historical perspective, integrated with geography, economics, political systems and social systems of Europe, Latin America, Africa, the Middle East and Asia.  Concepts and events from 1500 to the present are emphasized, but highlights of major developments prior to 1500 are briefly reviewed. This class provides a foundation for students to grasp the chronology, cause and effect relationship of events, the influence of individuals, change and continuity on human development, societies, and nations.  The content of this program has been chosen to help students become informed, effective citizens of the world community.  Students participate in a variety of challenging classroom activities and examine and analyze vital issues.  Creative expression, personal growth and development are encouraged through the Project Based Learning component.

Course Code: 25110 Course Title: Honors World Studies
Major/Minor:   All
Year taken:   10

Level:  Honors
Prerequisites: (1) 3.5 GPA (2) “A” in regular Survey Literature or “A/B” in Honors Survey Literature 
Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)       

Description of Class: The central objective of World Studies is to know the world, understand how it arrived at its present condition, and what its future possibilities and our choices may be.  This program of study has an historical perspective, integrated with geography, economics, political systems and social systems of Europe, Latin America, Africa, the Middle East and Asia.  Concepts and events from 1500 to the present are emphasized, but highlights of major developments prior to 1500 are briefly reviewed. This class provides a foundation for students to grasp the chronology, cause and effect relationship of events, the influence of individuals, change and continuity on human development, societies, and nations.  The content of this program has been chosen to help students become informed, effective citizens of the world community.  Students participate in detailed analysis of challenging vital issues and other pertinent activities.  Creative expression, personal growth and development are encouraged through the Project Based Learning component.

Course Code: 23610 Course Title: US History
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11

Level:  Regular 
Prerequisites: N
Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)       

Description of Class:  The United States History class studies the developments and trends in the history of the nation and people from its beginnings to present time. The content attempts to explain why the American way of life came to be what it is. The facts and concepts related to the following topics are emphasized: Colonial America, American Revolution, Forming a New Nation, Western Expansion, Sectionalism and the Civil War, Reconstruction, the Gilded Age, Populist and Progressive Movements, American Imperialism, World War I, the Jazz Age, the Great Depression and New Deal, World War II, Post War America, and the 1960s-2000.  Preparation for the Public Law 195 Test is included. Passage of Public Law 195 is mandatory for graduation.

Course Code: 25610 Course Title: Honors US History
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11

Level:  Honors 
Prerequisites: (1) 3.5 GPA (2) “A” in regular American Literature & World Studies or “A/B” in Honors American Literature & Honors World Studies

Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)       

Description of Class: The United States history is a survey of the American experience from the colonial era to the United States in today’s world.  It covers all the relevant facts and concepts that match up to the Illinois State Goals and the Illinois State Standards.  The Public Law Test (PL-195), a graduation requirement is offered in the first semester. Honors US History is offered at a higher level of instruction.  A rigorous grading scale is used and many areas of historiography are studied in depth.  Primary source analysis, interpretation, and higher order thinking skills is emphasized.  Independent study is a significant component of this class, and the great historical issues of the day are examined.

Course Code: 27610 Course Title: AP US History
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11

Level:  Advanced Placement 

Prerequisites: (1) 3.5 GPA (2) “A” in regular American Literature & World Studies or “A/B” in Honors American Literature & Honors World Studies (3) An essay and teachers’ recommendations.
Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)       

Description of Class: The Advanced Placement United States History course is taught at the college-level in order to prepare students for earning college credit by passing the AP examination in May. This means the class is fast-paced and requires a significant amount of reading. Successful students learn how to interpret, analyze, and synthesize historical materials. The text is only one of the required sources used in class. Other assigned work includes map work, charts, graphs, parallel readings (many of them), short and long essay writing, and note taking. Students are also expected to put in “extra time” preparing for the exam (this may include Saturday mornings or after school reviews).

Course Code: 23810 Course Title: Contemporary American History
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:  Regular 

Prerequisites: Completion of World Studies & US History
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit;        
Description of Class: Contemporary American History covers the time period from the American Industrial Revolution to the present.  Students utilize the information they have learned in United States History to delve deeper into the country’s past and present.  Politics, pop culture, music, art, military and social trends are just some of the topics that are explored in this course.  Students experience the curriculum in many different ways such as through media, mock trials, interactive games, projects and primary source readings.  This class offers students the opportunity to expand their knowledge about the nation’s history and express opinions about its future.  
Course Code: 25810 Course Title: Honors Contemporary American History
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:   11, 12
Level:  Honors

Prerequisites:  Instructor’s approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in Regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit  

Description of Class: Honors Contemporary American History is a senior elective (some junior level students are accepted) which fulfills Consumer Education academic requirements.  The course concentrates on 20th Century and current events within the Unites States on an in depth basis.

Course Code: 26010 Course Title: Ethnic Studies
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:  Regular 

Prerequisites: Completion of World Studies & US History
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit  

Description of Class:  This course is an introduction to the location, topography, climate, races, art, philosophy, religion(s) and government that influence the social and economic life of the people from Mexico, Puerto Rico, Brazil, India, China, Arabia, Ghana, Egypt, Zaire, Union of South Africa, Ethiopia and African Americans in the United States.

Course Code: 26015 Course Title: Honors Ethnic Studies
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken: 11, 12
Level:   Honors
Prerequisites: Instructor’s approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English Literature & US History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit  

Description of Class: This course is an introduction to the location, topography, climate, races, art, philosophy, religion(s) and government that influence the social and economic life of the people from Mexico, Puerto Rico, Brazil, India, China, Arabia, Ghana, Egypt, Zaire, Union of South Africa, Ethiopia and African Americans in the United States.

Course Code: 23910 Course Title: Economics
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:  Regular 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval; Completion of World Studies & US History
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit
Description of Class:  Economics is a social science class which address how our economy functions, and is divided into microeconomics and macroeconomics units.  When studying microeconomics students look at the choices and behavior that individuals and firms make in the economy.  When studying macroeconomics, students look at the aggregate or whole economy.  Students enrolled in economics learn how to interpret graphs and economic data.  Students also learn how prices are determined and how firms function in a global environment.  Students further learn how politics and economics are interrelated.   
Course Code: 25910 Course Title: Honors Economics
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:  Honors 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit  

Description of Class: Honors Economics is a social science elective focused primarily on how market economies function.  The course is divided into microeconomics and macroeconomics.  Microeconomics is the study of the choices and behaviors that individuals and firms make, both as consumers and producers.  Students learn how markets operate and determine prices and how individuals and firms function within such market structures. Macroeconomics is the study of economic principles that apply to the economy as a whole.  Students learn about national accounting, economic indicators, money and banking, monetary and fiscal policies, and international trade.  Students also learn how economic decisions made by governments affect individuals, firms, and the national, as well as, the international economy.  Throughout the course students utilize mathematical and computer skills to analyze and interpret graphs, economic models, and various economic data.
Course Code: 27310 Course Title: AP Economics
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:  Advanced Placement 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit  

Description of Class: Advanced Placement Economics is a college level course intended to instruct students in both microeconomic and macroeconomic concepts.  The purpose of an AP course in Microeconomics is to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, within the larger economic system.  The purpose of an AP course in Macroeconomics is to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole.  Students enrolled in AP Economics learn how to interpret graphs, economic models and economic data.  Students also learn how individuals and individual firms function in a global environment.  Students further learn how economic decisions made by governments affect individuals, firms and the whole economy.  Finally, students learn how firms and nations function in a global environment
Course Code: 27210 Course Title: AP Government & Politics
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:  Advanced Placement 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit  

Description of Class: This advanced class prepares students to successfully complete the AP U.S. Government Test and the AP Comparative Politics Test.  The course is taught at the college level.  Students are required to complete and analyze readings from contemporary political scientists, journalists and members of the political community.  The U.S. Government portion of the course focuses on the constitutional underpinnings of our government, political behavior and political institutions.  The Comparative Government portion of the course focuses on the governmental systems, structure and political behavior of France, the U.K., Russia, China and either India, Nigeria or Mexico.  Prospective students should have a high reading level and the ability to organize their time.  Extra study (Saturday and after school) may be required in preparation for the AP Test. 

Course Code: 27415 Course Title: AP World History
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:   Advanced Placement
Prerequisites: Instructor approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit
Description of Class: AP World History is a senior elective college level history course (some juniors are accepted) which also fulfills the Consumer Education academic requirements.  The class studies and examines changes between cultures and civilizations throughout the world.  The course includes readings from source documents and essay writing.  The goal of the class is to be prepare for the AP exam in May.
Course Code: 27510 Course Title: AP European History  
Major/Minor:  All
Level:   Advanced Placement
Year taken:  11, 12
Prerequisites: Instructor approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History.
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit
Description of Class: The course is taught on a college level with the goal of acquiring college credit on the required Advance Placement examination. The goals for the Advanced Placement course are for students to understand the basis narrative of the important events and movements in European history.  Students should know the basic chronology of events from approximately 1450 to the present and develop the following: (a) an understanding of some of the principal themes (b) an ability to analyze historical evidence (c) an ability to analyze and express historical understanding in writing.  

Course Code: 27710 Course Title: AP Human Geography  
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:  Advanced Placement 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History.
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit
Description of Class: The purpose of the AP course in Human Geography is to introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface.  Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its environmental consequences.  They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their science and practice.  Students must be prepared for intensive reading and writing as well as a high level of discussion.  The particular topics studied in an AP Human Geography course include: World population issues, border disputes and international conflicts (Population Geography), Economic theories and models (Economic Geography), World religions (Geography of  Religion), Origin and diffusion of languages (Linguistic Geography), Urban development, industrialization and globalization (Urban and Rural Geography), Social and Environmental Geography.

Course Code: 28010 Course Title: Law in American Society  
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:   Regular 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval; “C” average or above; completed US History class. 
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit 

Description of Class: Law in American Society is a basic introduction to the American justice system.  Topics included are the law making process, the court system, criminal law, juvenile law, civil law, consumer law, international law and constitutional issues.  This is a class for active learners.  Students are expected to take part in class discussion, moot courts, and mock trials.  One law class will be selected to compete in the citywide mock trial competition.  The state mock trial team is chosen from the law classes.   
Course Code: 28015 Course Title: Honors Law in American Society  
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:  Honors 
Prerequisites: Instructor approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History. 
Credit: 1.0; (2 Semesters) Consumer Education credit  

Description of Class: Law in American Society is a basic introduction to the American justice system.  Topics included are the law making process, the court system, criminal law, juvenile law, civil law, consumer law, international law and constitutional issues.  This is a class for active learners.  Students are expected to take part in class discussion, moot courts, and mock trials.  One law class will be selected to compete in the citywide mock trial competition.  The state mock trial team is chosen from the law classes.  
Course Code: 20710 Course Title: Psychology  

Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:   Regular 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval
Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)        

Description of Class: This class serves as an introduction to the general principles that are at the foundation of psychology.  Students taking the course will study the History of Psychology, the Psychology of Stress, Personality Development, Biological Psychology, Behavioral Psychology, Developmental Psychology and Criminal Psychology.  Students will be expected to read their textbook and articles on a regular basis.

Course Code: 23310 Course Title: Early World History 
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:   Regular 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval
Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)        

Description of Class: Early World History is an elective course designed for the student who has already taken World Studies.  As an elective, it is offered at the junior and senior level.  It provides rigorous examination of world history prior to the nineteenth century.

Course Code: 24610 Course Title: Political Science  
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:  Regular 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval 
Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)       

Description of Class: Political Science is the study and analysis of American government and politics.  Gaining and utilizing basic knowledge of the U.S. Constitution, students are able to examine the many aspects of how the government operates.  Important aspects of American government include the concept of democracy, the election process, and the civil liberties of American citizens.  Finally, the class examines the scope of politics on a daily basis by analyzing current events.

Course Code: 29610 Course Title: Humanities/Social Studies  
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:  Regular 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval 
Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)       

Description of Class: The Social Studies humanities class teaches the history of selected time periods in-depth.  Each time period / unit is studied for five to six weeks each and the other liberal arts are incorporated to give students a better sense of the temper of the times.  For example in the study of 1960s America, students study the literature, music and art of the time to gain a better understanding of the period.  In the study of Chicago history, the literature and architecture of Chicago are included. The goals of this class are: to learn how the arts provide a key to understanding the time period; to show the relationship between the arts and society; to understand that liberal arts is a tool to better understanding of an age including the current time period.  The class is designed to prepare students for the kinds of classes they will encounter in college.  Students are required to integrate what they learn from a variety of sources and from a variety of fields to complete basic assignments, projects and essays.

Course Code: 29615 Course Title: Honors Humanities/Social Studies 
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:   Honors 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History
Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)       

Description of Class: The Social Studies humanities class teaches the history of selected time periods in-depth.  Each time period / unit is studied for five to six weeks each and the other liberal arts are incorporated to give students a better sense of the temper of the times.  For example in the study of 1960s America, students study the literature, music and art of the time to gain a better understanding of the period.  In the study of Chicago history, the literature and architecture of Chicago are included. The goals of this class are: to learn how the arts provide a key to understanding the time period; to show the relationship between the arts and society; to understand that liberal arts is a tool to better understanding of an age including the current time period.  The class is designed to prepare students for the kinds of classes they will encounter in college.  Students are required to integrate what they learn from a variety of sources and from a variety of fields to complete basic assignments, projects and essays.

Course Code: 27010 Course Title: Honors Academic Issues/Social Studies   
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:   Honors 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History
Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)         

Description of Class: This honors course prepares students to compete on the Lane Tech Academic Teams. Students are placed on The Academic Decathlon Team, Scholastic Bowl or Know Your Heritage Team (some students will compete on more than one team.) Areas of study include: Economics, Art, Music, Science, Social Science, Speech, Essay, Interview, the annual Super Quiz, and Language and Literature. Students selected for the Know Your Heritage Team compete in a televised competition that stresses topics dealing with minority accomplishments. Students selected for the Academic Decathlon team compete in the Chicago Academic Decathlon League and in the US Academic Decathlon Tournament. Students selected for the Scholastic Bowl Team compete in the Metro North Scholastic Bowl League and the State Tournament. Since students in this class are part of a varsity team many hours after school, and Saturday practice are required.

Course Code: 27110 Course Title: AP Psychology  
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:  Advanced Placement 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History
Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)         

Description of Class: The Advanced Placement Psychology Course is taught at the college-level in order to prepare students for earning college credit by passing the AP examination in May.  Topics covered include the History of Psychology, Personality Development, Biological Psychology, Behavioral Psychology, Developmental Psychology, Social Psychology, Abnormal Psychology, Mental Processes and Sensation and Perception.  Students are required to do extensive reading not only in their textbook, but also in supplemental sources.
Course Code: 29910 Course Title: Honors Sociology  
Major/Minor:  All
Year taken:  11, 12
Level:   Honors 

Prerequisites: Instructor approval; (1) Completion of World Studies & US History (2) 3.5 GPA (3) “A” in regular English & History or “A/B” in Honors English & Honors History
Credit: 1.0 (2 Semesters)         

Description of Class: Honors Sociology is designed to introduce students to the sociological study of society.  Sociology focuses on understanding social interaction, social organization, social institutions and social change.  Major themes in sociology include the interplay between the individual in society, how society is both stable and changing, the causes and consequences of social inequality and the social construction of human life.  Understanding sociology helps students discover and explain social patterns and see how such patterns change over time and in different settings.  By making vivid the social basis of everyday life, sociology also develops critical thinking by revealing the social structures and processes that shape diverse forms of human life.

